Folklore and Fable in the Sudan
evidentally a large and powerful crocodile which eventually
broke his line and made off, carrying the bedenga with it.
Shortly afterwards, the fisherman, having occasion to go
to Singa, was entertained by an acquaintance who lived
in the vicinity and whom he found suffering from a serious
wound in the jaw. The guest retired for the night and
was amazed to see, hanging on the wall of the room, what
he was convinced was his own bedenga. Terror-stricken,
he could not close his eyes all night. In the morning his
host, seeing that something ailed him, and having dis-
covered by questioning what had disturbed him, confided
to him that he was wont at intervals to change himself
into a crocodile and that it was indeed he who had been
hooked by the fisherman.
The same belief came to light in a murder case in the
Fung Province. The accused pleaded guilty but urged
extreme provocation and self-defence. He told how the
deceased, a notorious wizard, had sought his sister in
marriage, and how when she refused him he had put a
spell on her so that she gradually wasted away and fell
into seizures when she would howl like a hyena and call
out the wizard's name ; how she had gradually faded
away till she died, and they had carried her out and buried
her, and how as they returned from the graveside, his
younger sister, seized with the same spell, had started to
howl. Goaded beyond endurance, he had rushed to the
wizard's hut to compel him by threats to remove the
enchantment. As he passed through the doorway in the
fence, the wizard changed to the form of a hyena and
charged ; with his spear he split its skull as it charged,
and the women, hearing his shrieks, rushed up and covered
him with clothes to hide the tail which vanished as the
spirit passed. " He died from a spear-wound on the very
top of his skull, and could I have inflicted this had ha
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